REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
PROVINCE OF ILOILO

MUNICIPALITY OF PAVIA OO RONT
-000- 2.5
OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN HELD ON DECEMBER 27, 2024 AT 9:00 A M. ng
IN THE SESSION HALL, MUNICIPAL BUILDING, PAVIA, ILOILO. ¥

PRESENT

1. Hon. Edsel G. Gerochi Municipal Vice-Mayor

Presiding Officer

2. Hon. Jo Jan Paul J. Pefiol - Municipal Councilor

3. Hon. Ariel B. Gerada -do-

4. Hon. Leonardo L. Belasa - -do-

5. Hon. Roy H. Gorriceta, Sr. - -do-

6. Hon. Rhia B. Sotomil - -do-

7. Hon. Joshua Philippe B. Gumban - -do-

8. Hon. Ludovico S. Alfaro - Liga ng mga Barangay President

Ex-Officio Member
9. Hon. Gerard Peter G. Zaldarriaga - SK Municipal Federation President
Ex-Officio Member

ON OFFICIAL LEAVE
1. Hon. Jose Maria D. Trimanez - Municipal Councilor
2. Hon. Daniel S. Fajardo, Il - -do-

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2024-43

AN ORDINANCE INSTITUTIONALIZING THE MASS WEDDING PROGRAM
OF PAVIA, ILOILO.

WHEREAS, the Local Government Unit of Pavia, lloilo recognizes the
importance of supporting couples in strengthening the institution of marriage and
promoting family welfare as a fundamental unit of society;

WHEREAS, the Mass Wedding Program aims to provide couples,
particularly those who face financial constraints, with the opportunity to legalize
and formalize their relationships in a dignified and meaningful manner;

WHEREAS, the implementation of a Mass Wedding Program will not only
promote legal unions but will also help promote social harmony, public welfare,
and the upholding of legal rights for all citizens in Pavia;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the Sangguniang Bayan of
Pavia, lloilo, in session assembled, that:
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SECTION 1. TITLE. This ordinance shall be known as the Mass Wedding
Program Ordinance of Pavia, lloilo.

SECTION 2. SCOPE AND COVERAGE. This ordinance institutionalizes
the Mass Wedding Program of Pavia, lloilo, which aims to provide free or
subsidized wedding ceremonies to eligible couples residing in the municipality.
This program will be available to all couples who meet the criteria set forth in this
ordinance, particularly those who are financially incapable of organizing a
wedding on their own.

SECTION 3. OBJECTIVES. The objectives of the Mass Wedding
Program are as follows:

1.1 To encourage couples in Pavia to formalize their relationships
through marriage.

1.2 To provide a free or subsidized wedding ceremony for eligible
couples, especially those who are financially constrained.

1.3 To promote social harmony and strengthen the family as the basic
unit of society.

1.4 To ensure the legal recognition and rights of couples and their
children.

1.5 To promote community solidarity through a collective celebration

of marriages.

SECTION 4. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA. To qualify for the Mass Wedding
Program, couples must meet the following criteria:

4.1 Residency Requirement. At least one of the parties must be a bona
fide resident of Pavia, lloilo, for at least six (6) months prior to the
event.

4.2 Age Requirement. Both parties must be at least 18 years old, in
accordance with the legal age of marriage in the Philippines.

4.3 Marital Status. Couples must be single (not previously married), or in
cases of annulment or divorce, the documents must be presented to
prove the legality of the previous marriage dissolution.

4.4 Income Requirement. The program shall prioritize couples who are
financially unable to organize a wedding due to limited income.
Verification of income may be required, including submission of a
certificate of indigency or any valid proof of financial need.

4.5 Completion of Requirements: Couples must fulfill all legal
requirements for marriage, including the submission of the following
documents to the Local Civil Registry Office (LCRO):
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4.51 Birth certificates (original or certified copies).
4.5.2 Certificate of No Marriage (CENOMAR).

4.5.3 Proof of identity (valid IDs).

4.5.4 Marriage license (appiication through the LCRO).

4.5.5 Court declaration of nullity of marriage (if previously
married)

4.6 Additional Requirements: Other requirements as determined by the
Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO) or the
Local Civil Registry Office (LCRO) may apply.

SECTION 5. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM

5.1 Frequency of Mass Weddings. The Mass Wedding Program shall be
held at least once a year, preferably February coinciding with the
Valentine’s Month Celebration. The schedule will be determined by
the Office of the Mayor in coordination with the MSWDO, and the
Local Civil Registry Office and other relevant departments.

Organizing the Event. The Mass Wedding shall be officiated by the
mayor in accordance with the law.

The MSWDO shall coordinate with the LCRO in the preparation
and organization of the event, including securing the necessary
documents, arranging for ceremonial needs, and coordinating with
other agencies for support services.

5.3 Financial Assistance and Subsidy. The LGU may provide financial
assistance for the wedding ceremony, including but not limited to the
wedding venue, officiating services, flowers, and food supplies.

5.4 Publicity and Information Dissemination. The Municipal
Information, Communication, and Technology Office (MICTO) shall be
responsible for promoting the program, including announcing the
schedule of mass wedding.

The information shall be disseminated through local media, social
media platforms, and community outreach efforts such as barangay
assemblies and forums.

SECTION 6. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LGU

6.1 Local Civil Registry Office (LCRO)

6.1.1 The LCRO shall oversee the registration and processing of
all necessary documents for the couples, including the
marriage licenses and the official registration of marriages
after the ceremony.
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6:1.2 The LCRO shall ensure that all marriages conducted under
the Mass Wedding Program are legally valid and
recognized under Philippine law.

6.2 Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO)

6.2.1 The MSWDO will assess the eligibility of applicants based
on financial need and provide assistance in coordinating
logistics for the event.

The MSWDO will also assist in gathering necessary
documents for the couples, particularly those who may
have difficulty accessing these resources.

6.3 Office of the Mayor

The Mayor, shall, under the law, preside over the ceremonies and
provide oversight for the event’'s smooth implementation.

SECTION 7. FUNDING
7.1 Program Budget

7.1.1  The program shaii be funded through the annuai budget of the
LGU, specifically, under the budget allocation for social welfare,
family services, or community development programs.

7.1.2 The funding may also include contributions from local
businesses, sponsors, or other partnerships that may wish to
support the program.

7.14.3 The Mayor’s Office will ensure that the necessary budgetary
provisions are made each year to sustain the Mass Wedding
Program.

7.2 External Support

The LGU may also explore partnerships with local businesses,
organizations, or individuals who are willing to sponsor specific
aspects of the wedding, such as wedding gowns, rings, or
photography services.

SECTION 8. PENALTY CLAUSE. Any individual or entity found to be
falsifying documents or misrepresenting information to take advantage of the
Mass Wedding Program shall be subject to penalties, including disqualification
from future participation and legal action as provided by law.

SECTION 9. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. If any part of this ordinance is
found to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 10. REPEALING CLAUSE. All ordinances, executive orders,
and other regulations that are inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby
repealed or modified accordingly.
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SECTION 11. EFFECTIVITY. This ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15)
days after its approval and publication in a newspaper of general circulation or
through posting in conspicuous public places within the municipality of Pavia,
lloilo.

BE IT ORDAINED FURTHER, to furnish copies of this Ordinance 2024-
43 to all concerned for information, and appropriate action.

ENACTED this 27" day of December, 2024 at Pavia, lloilo Philippines.

Approved.

| HEREBY CERTIFY to the correctness of the
above-guotgg ordinance:

KARRIE G/3UMERAS
Secrgtary Designate

ATTE(’/ED BY:

HON. EDSEL G. [GEROCHI
Municipal Vice-Mayor{Presiding Officer

AHRRROVED:

HON. LAURENCE ANTHONY G, GORRICETA
Murcipal Mayor

#
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