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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
PROVINCE OF ILOILO
MUNICIPALITY OF PAVIA
-000-

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN HELD ON JULY 26, 2021 AT 9:00 A M. IN THE SESSION
HALL, MUNICIPAL BUILDING, PAVIA, ILOILO.

PRESENT:

1. Hon. Edsel G. Gerochi -Municipal Vice-Mayor
Presiding Officer

2. Hon. Jose Maria D. Trimafez -Municipal Councilor

3. Hon. Daniel S. Fajardo |l - -do-

4. Hon. Mark Anthony H. Sotomil - -do-

5. Hon. Rolando A. de la Rosa - -do-

7. Hon. Daisy O. Hubero - -do-

8. Hon. Jenny Sayat - Servidad - -do-

9. Hon. Maria Jaspe - Francisco - -do-

10. Hon. Hanson H. Guyos -Liga President, Ex-Officio Member

11. Hon. Kervin Matthew G. Zaldarriaga -SK Fed. President, Ex-Officio Member

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2021-06

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING POLICIES AND GUIDELINES IN THE
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF PAVIA MUNICIPAL CEMETERY
(PMC), IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS AND
PRESCRIBING FEES AND CHARGES THEREOF.

WHEREAS, Article Il, Section 447 of Republic Act 7160 otherwise known as the
Local Government Code provides: (3) Subject to the provisions of this Code, grant
franchises, enact ordinances authorizing the issuance of permits or licenses, or enact
ordinances levying taxes, fees and charges upon such conditions and for such purposes
intended to promote the general welfare of the inhabitants of the municipality, and
pursuant to this legislative authority shall:

(i) Fix and impose reasonable fees and charges for all services rendered by the
municipal government to private persons or entities;

(i) Prescribe the terms and conditions under which public utilities owned by the
municipality shall be operated by the municipal government or leased to
private persons or entities;

WHEREAS, the Municipal Govemment deems it necessary to establish policies
and guidelines in the operation and maintenance of public cemetery to streamline
particular processes in the availment of services for a decent and affordable final resting
place for the departed;
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WHEREAS, the Committee on Revenue Generation recommended for its
approval after the public hearing as indicated in Commitiee Report 2021- 60 dated July
19, 2021;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Sangguniang Bayan of Pavia,
Province of lloilo, in session assembled:

SECTION 1. TITLE. This Ordinance shall be known as °“An Omnibus
Guidelines in the Operation of the Public Cemetery” of the Municipality of Pavia,
Province of lloilo.

SECTION 2. DECLARATION OF POLICY. It is the policy of the Municipal
Government of Pavia to endeavor to provide affordable and decent burial of the
departed bonafide residents of Pavia. It shall undertake to maintain and upgrade
its service operations, and thus, it becomes incumbent to update and fix the rate
of its services and impose penalties and charges.

SECTION 3. DEFINITION OF TERMS. As used in the Ordinance, the following
terms shall be understood as follows:

A. Chapel refers to a building or place in a cemetery, consecrated intended
for public gathering or worship;

B. Columbarium refers to a building containing chambers or vaults in which
ums containing the ashes and the remains of the dead are stored;

C. Mausoleum is an extemal free-standing building constructed as a
monument enclosing the interment space or burial chamber of a
deceased person or people;

D. First Degree Relative pertains to immediate family member which
constitute either descending or ascending counting from the parents to
their children as first degree or vice-versa, and shall only be applied to
residents beneficiaries;

E. Funeral Service refers to any act of funeral rites rendered in honor of the
dead;

F. Pavia Municipal Cemetery (PMC) refers to a public cemetery owned
and operated by the Municipal Govermment of Pavia, inclusive of the
apartment and individual niches and ground burial, situated along
Hedriana Street, Brgy. Purok liI, Pavia, lloilo containing an area of 1.1166
hectares more or less, or any other cemetery or cemeteries which the
Municipality of Pavia may later be build for the disposal or burial of the
deceased human beings, in a grave, niches and/or mausoleum or other
receptacle but does not include a family cemetery or a private cemetery.

G. Interment refers to a burial, or the permanent disposition of human
remains by inumment, entombment or ground burial;

H. Lessee refers any person having the right to the use of a niche, crypt,
unit, lot, plot or part thereof, in the mausoleum or columbarium of the
PMC or the patrons or clients of burial services;

I. Niches refer to shallow and hollow recess mainly made of concrete
structure to hold the dead in a row.

J. Ossuary refers to a container or room in which the bones of dead people
are placed.
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SECTION 4. CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS. The following rules
and regulations shall be followed and observed as a guide to the use and
administration of PMC. All lessees or persons having rights to burial services,
visitors and contractors performing work within the cemetery shall be subjected
to said rules and regulations, amendments or alterations shall be adopted from
time to time;

1. The PMC may, and it hereby expressly reserves the right, at any time,
upon proper notice to parties in interests, to adopt new rules and
regulations or to amend, alter and/or repeal any rule, regulation and/or
article, in the rules and regulations affecting the intemal business,
transaction and operations of PMC;

2. All niches, units in the columbarium and other services in the cemetery
are leased in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance and its
related ruled and regulations and shall not be used for any other purpose
than as a burial place for dead human beings;

3. The funeral services, niches, units in the graveyard and columbarium,
and other similar structures must be paid in full before a burial is made;

4. Visiting hours are from 6AM to 6PM, except on special occasions and
upon special arrangements;

5. Lessees are prohibited from allowing interments to be made on their lots,
niches, units in the columbarium and other similar structures for
compensation;

6. No person, other than the personnel of the PMC, shall be allowed to
perform any work within the PMC without permission from the PMC
Administrator or its duly authorized representative, provided, however, in
cases when a lessee and his/her worker/s to execute a contract prior to
the actual implementation of the work to be done, copy furish the PMC
for filing and future reference, provided further, that such work shall be in
accordance with the existing guidelines and specification of the Municipal
Govemment of Pavia;

7. The right to use vehicles in the PMC is authorized solely and exclusively
for the purpose of transporting caskets, remains, and other related PMC
activities only. No parking area shall be provided to visitors;

8. Gambling, drinking of alcoholic beverages, smoking, disco and loud
music/sounds are not allowed inside the premises of the Pavia Municipal
Cemetery.

9. The PMC personnel shall have the right to enter upon or use any
adjoining lot, niche or grave to carry out works for public interest, directly
or incidental there to, as to interments, erection of buildings or structures,
etc. without prior notice to the right owner or lessee;

10. No disinterment or exhumation will be allowed without permission of next
of kin, the PMC and proper authorities. However, the PMC, may, upon
proper notice to the concerned parties and or private individuals, exhume
the remains of the dead person. Provided, however, that such notice shall
be delivered by way of personal or registered mail to the last known
address provided by the family of the deceased person as appearing in
the records, notices will then be posted on public areas such as Municipal
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Hall, Barangay Hall, Police Station and Churches or Chapels within the
barangay of residence provided by the family as appearing in the records

of the municipality;

11. The PMC reserves the right to remove all flowers, wreaths, candle or
other decorations from lots, niches, units of columbarium, etc as soon as

they become unsightly

12, Adoption of new rules and regulations or amendment or repeal of any
rule, regulation and/or section or paragraph in this Ordinance and its PMC
Rules and regulations are subject to the discretion of the administration
upon proper observance of lawful processes. Provided, however, that the
Local Chief Executive is not precluded from issuing any directive,
executive orders/memoranda/circulars to effectively implement the
aforestated policies and guidelines for efficient and effective fiscal and
development management of PMC.

SECTION 5. PMC FEES AND CHARGES. The rates for the cemetery services such
as rentals and other similar activities are imposed pursuant to Municipal Revenue
Code of 2018 Section 5.C.2.01 “Imposition of Fees”;

A. Payment Matrix

A.01 SERVICE FEE

CORRESPONDING
TYPE OF SERVICE LEASE AMOUNT
PERIOD (IN PESOS)

Rental of Niche

(constructed by the LGU) 7 years Php 12,000.00
Rental of Niche

(constructed by private person/s) | 7 Years Php  3,000.00
Columbarium 1 year Php  500.00
Ossuary 1 year Php  500.00

A.02 SPACE RENTAL FEE - Php 500.00/annum (renewable annually after

end of contract.

B. Time of Payment. The fees shall be paid to the Municipal Treasurer upon
application for a burial pemmit prior to the construction thereon of any
structure whether permanent or temporary, or to the interment of deceased.
Thereafter, the fee shall be paid within twenty (20) days before the expiration
of the lease period. The Sanggunian concemed may, for a justifiable reason
or cause, extend the time for payment such taxes, fees, or charges without
surcharges or penalties, but only for a period not exceeding six (6) months.
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C. Surcharges and Penalties on Unpaid Fees, or Charges. The Sanggunian
may impose a surcharge not exceeding twenty-five percent (25%]) of the
amount of fees or charges not paid on time and an interest at the rate not
exceeding two percent (2%) per month of the unpaid fees or charges
including surcharges, until such amount is fully paid but in no case shall the
total interest on the unpaid amount or portion thereof exceed thirty-six (36)
months

D. Exemption. The fee shall not be collected in a paupers burial, upon
recommendation of the Municipal Mayor.

SECTION 6. ABANDONMENT OF PERPETUAL BONE NICHE DUE TO
TRANSFER OF BONE REMAINS. The party or any authorized representative shall
execute a waiver of assignment to other person within six months otherwise it will be
taken over by the Municipality.

SECTION 7. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS. Pursuant to Municipal Revenue
Code of 2018, Section 5.C.2.03, the following provisions on the administration of the
PMC shall be followed;

1. A standard cemetery lot shall be three (3) meters long and one (1) meter
wide or three (3) square meters;

2. Except in cases allowed under existing laws and regulations, no person may
be buried or interred, permanently or temporarily, other than in propery
designated cemeteries or burial grounds with business permit, if private and
from the Office of the Municipal Mayor,;

3. In addition to the burial permit, a Certificate of Death issued by the attending
Physician or Municipal Health Officer, or, if no medical officer is available, by
the Municipal Mayor, Municipal Administrator, or any member of the
Sangguniang Bayan shall be required.

4. Any construction of whatever kind and nature in the public cemetery whether
for temporary or perpetual use, shall only be allowed after the approval of a
permit issued by the Municipal Mayor, upon recommendation of the Municipal
Health Officer;

5. The lease period shall be seven (7) years. In case a lessee intends to renew
the lease after its termination, he must inform the Municipal Treasurer within
thirty (30) days before the expiry date of the lease, and shall pay the
corresponding fees therefore;

6. It shall be the duty of the Municipal Treasurer to prepare and submit to the
Municipal Mayor a list of the leases that are to expire five (5) days prior to the
expiration date. The Municipal Treasurer shall send a reminder to the lessee
of the expiration of his lease, two (2) weeks prior to the expiration date of the
lease. Advance payment is acceptable with condition that they will abide
whatever additional requirement and increase of fees.

7. The Municipal Treasurer shall keep a registry of leases of cemetery lots

SECTION 8. INDIGENT/UNDERPRIVILEGE. An indigent/underprivileged resident
is one who falls within the clientele of the Municipal Social Development Office and
submitting a certification to that effect. An indigent/underprivileged resident of the
municipality belonging to the poorest of the poor who cannot raise the amount
needed to avail the services of the PMC may avail of certain concessions upon the
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discretion of the Municipal Mayor after a definite finding and confirmation of the
financial incapacity of the former;

SECTION 9. RESIDENCY. Only deceased bonafide residents of the Municipality of
Pavia may avail of the special privileges accorded to residents by this Ordinance.
For this purpose, a resident is one who has been residing for at least one (1) year
within the territorial jurisdiction of this municipality upon showing of sufficient proof.

SECTION 10. UNCLAIMED, ABANDONED AND/OR UNIDENTIFIED REMAINS,
AND LEASES THAT ARE NOT RENEWED. Remains of persons that are
unclaimed, abandoned or unidentified who are left unburied and may endanger the
health of the community maybe disposed of by the municipality in a manner it
deems fit subject to existing status, Ordinances, policies, rules, regulations and/or
guidelines being enforced and implemented by the PMC Administrator. The
remains in niches, units in the columbarium, etc whose leases are not renewed
after the seven (7) years leases period or has expired, may likewise be disposed of
by the municipality. Provided, ho! , that the | or nearest of kin shall be
given one (1) month grace period to be counted from the date of expiration of lease
contract to claim the remains of the dead person, failure of which shall authorize the
PMC to dispose of the mortal remain or bones of the deceased subject to the
existing statues, Ordinances, policies, rules, regulations and/or guidelines being
enforced and implemented by the PMC Administration. In case they cannot renew,
they must surrender the contract to the municipality.

SECTION 11.PROHIBITED ACTS. Any relative or person or persons acting for and
in behalf of a deceased not qualified to avail burial benefits allowed under the
provisions of Section 2 hereof who shall resort to misinterpretation or deceipt to
obtain a Certification of Indigency and any official or employee of the national and
local government who shall issue or cause to be issued such certification in favor of
a deceased who is otherwise disqualified to enjoy said privilege shall suffer the
same penalties herein provided. Violation of the Implementing Rules and
regulations and Administrative Provision shall be considered as violation of this
ordinance.

SECTION 12. PENAL PROVISIONS. Any person violating any of the provisions of
the Ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, be fumished with a fine of not less
than Five Hundred pesos (Php 500.00) but not more than five thousand pesos (Php
5,000.00) or by imprisonment of not less than one (1) month but not more than six
(6) months, or both at the discretion of the Court.

SECTION 13.NO CONTEST PROVISIONS. Any person apprehended for violation
of a Municipal Ordinance, who does not wish to contest the violation and is willing
to pay voluntarily the fine imposed upon him/her prior to the filing of formal
complaint, shall be allowed to pay said fine with the Municipal Treasurer to avoid
criminally prosecuted.

SECTION 14.SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. If, for any reason, any provision of this
Ordinance is declared unconstitutional, or invalid, the other parts or provisions
hereof which are not affected thereby shall continue to be in full force and effect.

SECTION 15.REPEALING CLAUSE. All orders issued, rules and regulations
and/or part thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby
repealed.

SECTION 16.EFFECTIVITY. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its
approval and publication at least once in a newspaper circulation and posting in at
least three (3) conspicuous places in Pavia, lloilo.

BE IT ORDAINED FURTHER, to fumish copies of this Ordinance 2021-06
to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of the Province of lloilo for review, and other
concemed agencies for information and appropriate action.
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ENACTED on this 26™ day of July, 2021 in Pavia, lloilo, Philippines.

Voting on the foregoing ordinance on the third reading as follows:

AYES: Hon. Jose Maria D. Trimafiez
Hon. Daniel S. Fajardo Il
Hon. Mark Anthony H. Sotomil
Hon. Rolando A. de la Rosa
Hon. Daisy O. Hubero
Hon. Jenny Sayat-Servidad
Hon. Maria Jaspe-Francisco
Hon. Hanson H. Guyos
Hon. Kervin Matthew G. Zaldarriaga

NAYS: None

ABSTAINED: None

| HEREBY CERTIFY to the correctness
of the above-quoted ordinance:

Tty

Secrefary to the Sangguniang Bayan

Attested:

HON. ED ‘G.\GEROCHI
Municipal Vicg Mayor
Presiding Officer

Appro

HON. LAURENCE ANTHONY G. GORRICETA
Municipal Mayor
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